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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-9, 12-19, and 22-25 are presented for examination. 
Claim 10-11 and 20-21 have been canceled. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 7, 12, and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regarding claim 1 , it is not clear that "requesting information" in line 6 refers to 
"requesting information" in line 4. If "requesting information" in line 6 refers to 
"requesting information" in line 4, "the requesting step" or "said requesting step" should 
be used. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the third visitor computer" in line 4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 12, it is not clear that "requesting information" in line 8 refers to 
"requesting information" in line 6. If "requesting information" in line 8 refers to 
"requesting information" in line 6, "the requesting step" or "said requesting step" should 
be used. 

Regarding claim 22, "individual visitor computers" in line 2 should be "requesting 
individual visitor computers"; "any individual visitor computer" in lines 7-8 should be "any 
of the requesting individual visitor computer"; "at least one requesting individual visitor 
computers" in lines 9-10 should be "at least one of the requesting individual visitor 
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computers"; and "wherein requesting information comprises sending" in lines 9-10 
should be "by sending". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-9 and 12-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overWilf, US 6,496,824 B1, in view of Coulombe, US 2003/0236892. 

Regarding claim 1 , Wilf teaches a method of identifying a visitor at a network site 
(col. 3 lines 39-42) comprising: 

receiving an address from a visitor server computer (i.e., proxy IP address) and 
a first characteristic of a requesting visitor computer (i.e., client IP address) (i.e., 
collecting of identifiers including proxy IP address and client IP address, col. 4 lines 5- 
15); and 

generating a first visitor identifier using the address and the first characteristic, 
and the second characteristic (i.e., creates a fingerprint/visitor-identifier by digitally 
hashing from the identifiers, col. 6 lines 1-21). 

Wilf does not explicitly teach requesting information regarding a second 
characteristic of the requesting visitor computer after receiving the address and the first 
characteristic, wherein requesting information comprises sending a request from the 
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second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer to the visitor server computer; 
and receiving the information regarding the second characteristic of the requesting 
visitor computer from the visitor server computer 

Coulombe teaches a system for adaptation of messages based on recipient's 
terminal capacities (abstract). Coulombe teaches requesting Information regarding a 
second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer after receiving the address and 
the first characteristic (i.e., "receiving a request from the server to resolve capacities or 
user preferences of the registering or subscribing terminal", page 2 paragraph [0029]), 
wherein requesting Information comprises sending a request for the second 
characteristic of the requesting visitor computer to a server ("receiving a request from 
the server to resolve capacities or user preferences of the registering or subscribing 
terminal", page 2 paragraph [0029]); and receiving the information regarding the second 
characteristic of the requesting visitor computer from the server (I.e., "providing 
Information concerning the capacities or user preferences back to the server", page 2 
paragraph [0029]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Invention was made to modify the teachings of Wilf to request Information regarding a 
second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer after receiving the address and 
the first characteristic, wherein to request information comprises to send a request from 
the second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer to a server computer, and 
receive the information regarding the second characteristic of the requesting visitor 
computer from the server as taught by Coulombe for the reason expressly taught by 
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Wilf (i.e., "tlie larger tlie collection of identifiers, the stronger the Identification provided 
by the fingerprint produced by digitally hashing the identifiers", col. 5 lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 2, Wilf teaches the method of claim 1, wherein generating the 

first visitor identifier is performed using only the address and information within a user- 
agent string of a request originating from the requesting visitor computer (col. 4 lines 5- 
35). 

Regarding claim 3, Wilf teaches the method of claim 2, wherein the user-agent 
string includes a browser identifier for a browser application on the second visitor 
computer and compatibility information regarding the browser application (col. 4 lines 
15-35). 

Regarding claim 4, Wilf teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the first 
characteristic of the requesting visitor computer comprises a type of computer, a CPU 
identifier, an OS, a browser application, a version of a browser application, compatibility 
information regarding the browser application, locale information, an accessory that can 
be activated by the browser application, a display size, a resolution setting, or whether a 
programming language is enabled (col. 4 lines 16-35). 

Regarding claim 5, Wilf teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the visitor server 
computer is different from the requesting visitor computer (col. 4 lines 16-35). 
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Regarding claim 6, Wilf teaches the method of claim 5, further comprising 
sending the first characteristic from a requesting visitor computer to the visitor server 
computer before generating the first visitor identifier (col. 6 lines 1-22). 

Regarding claim 7, Wilf teaches the method of claim 5, further comprising: 
receiving the address from the visitor server computer and a second 
characteristic of a second requesting visitor computer, wherein the third visitor computer 
is different from the first and second visitor computers (col. 3 lines 48-51); and 
generating a second visitor identifier using the address and the second 
characteristic (col. 4 lines 41-65). 

Regarding claim 8, Wilf teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein: 
the visitor server computer and the requesting visitor computers are the same 
computer; the first characteristic is a first characteristic of a first browsing environment; 
and the method further comprises: receiving the address from a first visitor computer 
and a second characteristic of a second browsing environment, wherein the first and 
second browsing environments use the same OS, browser application, and version of 
browser application, and generating a second visitor identifier using the address and the 
second characteristic (col. 4 lines 16-35). 
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Regarding claim 9, Wilf teaches the method of claim 1, n generating the first 
visitor identifier is performed without the use of a cookie (col. 2 lines 9-10) 

Regarding claims 12-19, those claims comprise limitations that are substantially 
the same as claims 1-5, and 7-9; discussed above, same rationale of rejection is 
applicable. 

5. Claims 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chow et al. (hereinafter. Chow), US 7,032,017 B2, in view of Wilf and Coulombe. 

Regarding claim 22, Chow teaches a system for identifying a visitor at a network site 
comprising: 

individual visitor computers (client 10, Fig. 2); 
a network site computer (web server 150, Fig. 2); and 
a visitor server computer bidirectionally coupled to the individual visitor 
computers and the network site computer (proxy server 120, Fig. 2), 

wherein: 

the visitor server computer is configured to not provide an address of any 
individual visitor computer to the network site computer (col. 1 lines 36-54). 

Chow does not explicitly teach the network site computer is configured to request 
information regarding a first characteristic of at least one requesting individual 
visitor computers wherein requesting information comprises sending a requesting for 
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the first cliaracteristic of the requesting individual visitor computer to visitor server 
computer, receive information regarding the first characteristic from the visitor server 
computer and generate a visitor identifier from an address received from the visitor 
server computer, the first characteristic and a second characteristic of the at one of the 
individual visitor computers. 

Wilf, in the same field of endeavor, teaches the network site computer is 
configured to generate a visitor identifier from an address received from the visitor 
server computer and the first characteristic and a second characteristic of the at least 
one of the requesting individual visitor computers (col. 6 lines 1-4). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
the teachings of Chow to generate a visitor identifier from an address received from the 
visitor server computer, the first characteristic, and a second characteristic of the at 
least one of the requesting individual visitor computers as taught by Wilf. One would be 
motivated to do so to provide session management over a stateless protocol (Wilf, col. 2 
lines 41-42). 

Coulombe teaches a system for adaptation of messages based on recipient's 
terminal capacities (abstract). Coulombe teaches request information regarding a first 
characteristic of at least one requesting individual visitor computers(i.e., "receiving a 
request from the server to resolve capacities or user preferences of the registering or 
subscribing terminal", page 2 paragraph [0029]), wherein requesting information 
comprises sending a request from the first characteristic of the requesting individual 
visitor computer to the server ("receiving a request from the server to resolve capacities 
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or user preferences of the registering or subscribing terminal", page 2 paragraph 
[0029]); and receive the information regarding the first characteristic of the requesting 
visitor computer from the server computer (i.e., "providing information concerning the 
capacities or user preferences bacl< to the server", page 2 paragraph [0029]). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to modify the teachings of Wilf to teaches request information regarding a first 
characteristic of at least one requesting individual visitor computers, wherein requesting 
information comprises sending a request from the first characteristic of the requesting 
individual visitor computer to the server , receive the information regarding the first 
characteristic of the requesting visitor computer from the server as taught by Coulombe 
for the reason expressly taught by Wilf (i.e., "the larger the collection of identifiers, the 
stronger the Identification provided by the fingerprint produced by digitally hashing the 
identifiers", col. 5 lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 23, Chow teaches the system of claim 22, wherein at least one 
of the individual visitor computers is not configured to receive cookies (col. 1 lines 39- 
41). 

Regarding claim 24, Chow teaches the system ff claim 18, wherein the visitor 
server computer regulates communications across a firewall, and the network site 
computer and any of the individual visitor computers communicate to each other via the 
visitor control computer (col. 1 lines 36-54). 
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Regarding claim 25, Chow-Wilf teaches the system of claim 22, wherein the 
visitor server computer provides a characteristic of at least one of the individual visitor 
computers to the network site computer (Wilf, col. 4 lines 5-35). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 12-19, and 22-25 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OANH DUONG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3983. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 9:30PM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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